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which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on H.R. 2186.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Wyoming?

There was no objection.
f

RHINOCEROS AND TIGER CON-
SERVATION REAUTHORIZATION
ACT OF 1998
Mrs. CUBIN. Mr. Speaker, I move to

suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3113) to reauthorize the Rhinoc-
eros and Tiger Conservation Act of
1994.

The Clerk read as follows:
H.R. 3113

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Rhinoceros
and Tiger Conservation Reauthorization Act
of 1998’’.
SEC. 2. REAUTHORIZATION OF RHINOCEROS AND

TIGER CONSERVATION ACT.
Section 7 of the Rhinoceros and Tiger Con-

servation Act of 1994 (16 U.S.C. 5306) is
amended by striking ‘‘fiscal years’’ and all
that follows through ‘‘2000’’ and inserting
‘‘fiscal years 1998, 1999, 2000, 2001, 2002, 2003,
and 2004’’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Wyoming (Mrs. CUBIN) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. FARR)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California (Mrs. CUBIN).

Mrs. CUBIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

(Mrs. CUBIN asked and was given
permission to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. CUBIN. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to present the House of Rep-
resentatives H.R. 3113, to extend the
Rhinoceros and Tiger Conservation Act
of 1994 until September 30, 2004.

The fundamental purposes of this
landmark law were to establish a con-
servation fund and to authorize the
Congress to appropriate up to $10 mil-
lion per year to finance worthwhile
projects to assist highly endangered
species of rhinos and tigers.

Since its enactment, the Congress
has appropriated $1 million over the
last three fiscal years. While this is
much less than the $30 million that was
authorized, this money has funded 31
conservation projects at a cost of
$585,000. The sponsors of these projects
will match these funds, and I am con-
fident that these grants will help stop
the destruction of these animals.

According to the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service, 16 rhino projects, 7 tiger
projects, and 8 projects to benefit both
species have been funded. These have
included an adopt-a-warden program in
Indonesia, aerial monitoring of rhinos
in Zaire, investigation of poaching and
illegal trade of wild tigers in India, and
the training of wildlife rangers in Tan-
zania.

Without this fund, I am convinced
that rhinos and tigers would continue

to slide toward extinction. After all,
there are only 11,000 rhinos and fewer
than 5,000 tigers living in the wild.

This small investment has become a
powerful weapon in the international
fight to stop the poaching of these spe-
cies, and it is one of the only continu-
ous sources of money available to
range states.

During the subcommittee hearing on
this legislation, every witness, includ-
ing the administration, the American
Zoo and Aquarium Association, Safari
Club International, and the World
Wildlife Fund spoke in strong support
of H.R. 3113. Each of these witnesses
testified that the grants made under
this act will make a positive difference
in conserving rhinos and tigers.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
vote aye on this important wildlife
conservation bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. FARR of California. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise also to enthu-
siastically support this legislation.
This will provide much-needed funds,
again, taxpayer money, for the protec-
tion of highly endangered rhinos and
tigers throughout the world.

Why do we spend American taxpayer
money on this? There is probably no
two animals more urgently in need of
strong conservation programs.
Throughout their range, these two
magnificent species have been brought
to their knees by habitat destruction
and commercial trade in products
made from their carcasses, essentially,
greed.

Today, our President is viewing wild-
life on a safari in Botswana. Hopefully,
he will be able to see a rhino, perhaps
a black or even more endangered and
rare, a white rhino.

If we do not act and pass legislation
like this, the next President to visit
Africa may not be so fortunate to ever
see a rhino.

While CITES, which is the Conven-
tion on International Trade in Endan-
gered Flora and Fauna, has made great
strides in controlling the international
trade of rhino horn daggers and tiger
skins, these species continue to decline
due to massive habitat destruction and
the black market demand for tradi-
tional medicines using rhino and tiger
products.

Here in the United States, we some-
times find it hard to believe that a rel-
atively small amount of money can
produce such tremendous conservation
benefits when applied to on-the-ground
programs in other parts of the world,
but, believe me, it works. The des-
perate situation of all species of rhinos
and tigers worldwide makes every con-
servation dollar that much more criti-
cal in the battle to save them from ex-
tinction.

Since its enactment in 1994, the rhino
and tiger conservation fund has sup-
ported the investigation of poaching
and illegal trade in wild tigers in India,

a Tiger Community Education Pro-
gram in Indonesia, aerial monitoring of
white rhinos in Zaire, and other pro-
grams that are desperately needed if
we are to have any hope of saving these
species for future generations.

This is simple and straightforward
law, thanks to the excellent manage-
ment and implementation by the De-
partment of the Interior, which has
provided great conservation bang for a
very limited buck.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this much-needed legislation.

Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to
speak in favor of H.R. 3113, a bill introduced
by the distinguished Chairman of the House
Resources Committee, to extend the Rhinoc-
eros and Tiger Conservation Act.

Prior to 1994, the United States had not
provided any financial assistance to those
countries that were desperately trying to stop
the slaughter of their rhino and tiger popu-
lations. In fact, today all species of rhinos and
tigers are listed as endangered in the United
States and internationally.

With the passage of the Rhinoceros and
Tiger Conservation Act, this Nation took a bold
step when we told the rest of the world that
we would support conservation projects to as-
sist these two irreplaceable species.

While the amount of assistance has been
small, about $585,000, our government has
now funded 31 conservation projects for
rhinos and tigers, and the Department of the
Interior is now carefully reviewing an additional
70 proposals.

It is essential that this assistance be avail-
able in the future, and that is why I support
H.R. 3113. During our Subcommittee hearing
on this legislation, Secretary Bruce Babbitt
testified that ‘‘the Rhino and Tiger Conserva-
tion Fund has gotten off to an excellent start
over the past three years. The job has only
just begun, however. There is much more
work to do and no shortage of committed part-
ners seeking our help in Africa and Asia.’’ At
the same hearing, Dr. Terry Maple, the Presi-
dent-Elect of the American Zoo and Aquarium
Association, states that ‘‘this Fund is designed
to be a ‘quick strike’ in assisting conservation
organizations on the front lines of saving these
animals from extinction.’’

Mr. Chairman, it was no surprise that every
witness strongly supported the enactment of
H.R. 3113 because they believe, as I do, that
the grants made from this Fund are making a
positive difference in the international fight to
save rhinos and tigers.

I urge an AYE vote on this important wildlife
conservation measure.

Mr. FARR of California. Mr. Speaker,
there is such unanimous support on
this legislation that no one asked for
time, and I yield back the remainder of
my time.

Mrs. CUBIN. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Wyoming (Mrs.
CUBIN) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3113.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill
was passed.
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A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.
f

GENERAL LEAVE
Mrs. CUBIN. Mr. Speaker, I ask

unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on H.R. 3113.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Wyoming?

There was no objection.
f

CONSOLIDATING CERTAIN MIN-
ERAL INTERESTS IN NATIONAL
GRASSLANDS IN BILLINGS COUN-
TY, NORTH DAKOTA
Mrs. CUBIN. Mr. Speaker, I move to

suspend the rules and pass the Senate
bill (S. 750) to consolidate certain min-
eral interests in the National Grass-
lands in Billings County, North Da-
kota, through the exchange of Federal
and private mineral interests to en-
hance land management capabilities
and environmental and wildlife protec-
tion, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read as follows:
S. 750

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. EXCHANGE OF CERTAIN MINERAL IN-

TERESTS IN BILLINGS COUNTY,
NORTH DAKOTA.

(a) PURPOSE.—The purpose of this Act is to
direct the consolidation of certain mineral
interests in the Little Missouri National
Grasslands in Billings County, North Da-
kota, through the exchange of Federal and
private mineral interests in order to enhance
land management capability and environ-
mental and wildlife protection.

(b) EXCHANGE.—Notwithstanding any other
provision of law—

(1) if, not later than 45 days after the date
of enactment of this Act, Burlington Re-
sources Oil & Gas Company (referred to in
this Act as ‘‘Burlington’’ and formerly
known as Meridian Oil Inc.), conveys title
acceptable to the Secretary of Agriculture
(referred to in this Act as the ‘‘Secretary’’)
to all oil and gas rights and interests on
lands identified on the map entitled ‘‘Bil-
lings County, North Dakota, Consolidated
Mineral Exchange—November 1995’’, by quit-
claim deed acceptable to the Secretary, the
Secretary shall convey to Burlington, sub-
ject to valid existing rights, by quit-claim
deed, all Federal oil and gas rights and inter-
ests on lands identified on that map; and

(2) if Burlington makes the conveyance
under paragraph (1) and, not later than 180
days after the date of enactment of this Act,
the owners of the remaining non-oil and gas
mineral interests on lands identified on that
map convey title acceptable to the Secretary
to all rights, title, and interests in the inter-
ests held by them, by quitclaim deed accept-
able to the Secretary, the Secretary shall
convey to those owners, subject to valid ex-
isting rights, by exchange deed, all remain-
ing Federal non-oil and gas mineral rights,
title, and interests in National Forest Sys-
tem lands and National Grasslands identified
on that map in the State of North Dakota as
are agreed to by the Secretary and the own-
ers of those interests.

(c) LEASEHOLD INTERESTS.—As a condition
precedent to the conveyance of interests by

the Secretary to Burlington under this Act,
all leasehold and contractual interests in the
oil and gas interests to be conveyed by Bur-
lington to the United States under this Act
shall be released, to the satisfaction of the
Secretary.

(d) EQUAL VALUATION OF OIL AND GAS
RIGHTS EXCHANGE.—The values of the inter-
ests to be exchanged under subsection (b)(1)
shall be deemed to be equal.

(e) APPROXIMATE EQUAL VALUE OF EX-
CHANGES WITH OTHER INTEREST OWNERS.—
The values of the interests to be exchanged
under subsection (b)(2) shall be approxi-
mately equal, as determined by the Sec-
retary.

(f) LAND USE.—
(1) EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT.—The

Secretary shall grant to Burlington, and its
successors and assigns, the use of Federally-
owned surface lands to explore for and de-
velop interests conveyed to Burlington under
this Act, subject to applicable Federal and
State laws.

(2) SURFACE OCCUPANCY AND USE.—Rights to
surface occupancy and use that Burlington
would have absent the exchange under this
Act on its oil and gas rights and interests
conveyed under this Act shall apply to the
same extent on the federally owned surface
estate overlying oil and gas rights and inter-
ests conveyed to Burlington under this Act.

(g) ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION FOR ENVI-
RONMENTALLY SENSITIVE LANDS.—All activi-
ties of Burlington, and its successors and as-
signs, relating to exploration and develop-
ment on environmentally sensitive National
Forest System lands, as described in the
‘‘Memorandum of Understanding Concerning
Certain Severed Mineral Estates, Billings
County, North Dakota’’, executed by the
Forest Service and Burlington and dated No-
vember 2, 1995, shall be subject to the terms
of the memorandum.

(h) MAP.—The map referred to in sub-
section (b) shall be provided to the Commit-
tee on Energy and Natural Resources of the
Senate and the Committee on Resources of
the House of Representatives, kept on file in
the office of the Chief of the Forest Service,
and made available for public inspection in
the office of the Forest Supervisor of the
Custer National Forest within 45 days after
the date of enactment of this Act.

(i) CONTINUATION OF MULTIPLE USE.—Noth-
ing in this Act shall limit, restrict, or other-
wise affect the application of the principle of
multiple use (including outdoor recreation,
range, timber, watershed, and fish and wild-
life purposes) in any area of the Little Mis-
souri National Grasslands. Federal grazing
permits or privileges in areas designated on
the map entitled ‘‘Billings County, North
Dakota, Consolidated Mineral Exchange—
November 1995’’ or those lands described in
the ‘‘Memorandum of Understanding Con-
cerning Certain Severed Mineral Estates,
Billings County, North Dakota’’, shall not be
curtailed or otherwise limited as a result of
the exchanges directed by this Act.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Wyoming (Mrs. CUBIN) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. FARR)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Wyoming (Mrs. CUBIN).

Mrs. CUBIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

(Mrs. CUBIN asked and was given
permission to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. CUBIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of Senate 750, an act to con-
solidate certain mineral interests in
the National Grasslands in Billings

County, North Dakota through the ex-
change of Federal and private mineral
interests to enhance land management
capabilities and environmental and
wildlife protection, and for other pur-
poses.

Mr. Speaker, S. 750, introduced by
the senior Senator from North Dakota,
Mr. DORGAN, is identical to H.R. 2574,
introduced by our House colleague, the
gentleman from North Dakota (Mr.
POMEROY). Indeed, it is the request of
the gentleman from North Dakota (Mr.
POMEROY) that the full House take up
the Senate bill rather than his own in
order to expedite passage of this legis-
lation. The gentleman’s bill was re-
ferred to the Committee on Resources
and then to the Subcommittee on En-
ergy and Mineral Resources, as well as
the Subcommittee on Forests.

The legislation directs the Secretary
of Agriculture to conclude an equal-
value exchange of 9,582 of private oil
and gas rights for 8,796 acres of Federal
oil and gas rights beneath a national
grassland within Billings County,
North Dakota, managed by the U.S.
Forest Service. The legislation also au-
thorizes the exchange of any other pri-
vate mineral rights in the same area.
S. 750 passed the Senate by unanimous
consent.

Mr. Speaker, our colleague from
North Dakota has worked diligently to
bring together differing interests to
make this bill happen. The private
mineral owner is the successor in inter-
est to a land grant to the Northern Pa-
cific Railroad. The land surface estate
was acquired by the Secretary of Agri-
culture many decades ago, but the min-
eral estate was reserved by the rail-
road.

To have meaning, such reservations
obviously must include the right to use
the surface estate to the extent nec-
essary to access one’s own mineral
rights. Such is the case here, but the
oil and gas company that has these
rights has patiently negotiated with
Forest Service and the environmental
community to avoid actions which
would disturb the roadless character
and solitude of the area in question.

Mr. Speaker, now is the time to rat-
ify the exchange contemplated in the
moratorium of understanding ref-
erenced by the bill. Although it may
well be possible to administratively ex-
change the mineral estates in question,
all parties seek the blessing of Con-
gress in order to expedite the deal al-
ready struck.

Further delay is unwarranted. With-
out this exchange, the Boundary Butte
area of the National Grassland, which
the Forest Service and the environ-
mental community wish to protect
from intrusions such as oil and gas de-
velopment, remains threatened by the
exercise of legitimate private property
rights.

If we do not act, the long delay to le-
gally access the private mineral estate
will be exacerbated further and could
possibly lead to a successful takings
claim against the United States.
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